
City of Salem Planning Board
Date | time May 28, 2026 at 6:00pm | Meeting called to order by Willam Corbin

In Attendance

Members: 

William Corbin, Kim Thompson, Jennifer Jones, Ben Ford, Jason Moritz, Doug Wright, and Vaughn Groce 

Staff: 

Adam Telsey, Jennifer Koeturius, Chloe Bach, and Sean Brown

Approval of the March 2026 Meeting Minutes

Jennifer Jones makes a motion to approve the March 2026 meeting minutes; seconded by Doug Wright; 

approved by all.

Resolution #2026-09: Review and Recommendation for the City of Salem’s Proposed 

Ordinance #26-10 Concerning the Regulation of Recreational Cannabis

Adam explained that Ordinance #26-10 was introduced by City Council to update that which is already on 

record. It is being done to ensure it effectively applies to the Master Plan and Zoning Code.

The Planning Board’s review allows the offering of recommendations of change before being adopted.

Adam asked Sean Brown, the City of Salem’s Zoning and Economic Development Officer, to provide a deeper 

insight to the ordinance with the following information provided:

The proposed ordinance permits cannabis cultivators, manufacturers, wholesalers, and distributors only 

within specific commercial and industrial zones: C-1, C-2, M-1, and M-2.

The ordinance also limits cultivation exclusively to indoor grow operations.

The ordinance requires local licensing, State licensing, security systems, surveillance systems, odor mitigation 

control, site review, compliance inspections, recordkeeping requirements, community oversight, and 

enforcement authority.

The ordinance establishes nuisance standards related to noise, odor, waster disposal and operational impacts. 

The proposed ordinance is consistent with the purposes of the municipal land use law under N.J.S.A. 40:55D-2.

It advances Salem City’s broader redevelopment and economic development strategy while allowing full 

municipal control and approval.

Motion to approve the resolution was made by Jennifer Jones; seconded by Vaughn Groce; approved by all 

through roll call.
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Planning Board Discussion

 A question was asked as to what the ordinance would cover and it was confirmed that all forms of 

licensing apply: Growth (1), Manufacturing (2), and Retail (3)
 It was confirmed that residential zones would be preserved and as well as a three-block radius of 

historic Broadway. Although the City in not in the position to oppose industry, it must not disrupt 

the historic element.
 The public will have the opportunity to ask questions and voice opinions before the official 

adoption at the June 8, 2026 Council Meeting.

Public Comment

Aileen Hassler VanAtta asked if a site plan and/or change of use would be done for the proposed grocery store 

location.

It was answered by Sean Brown that there is an ordinance with a specific citation that allows a city project to 

receive a waiver for land use review.

Adjournment

A motion to adjourn the meeting at 6:20 pm was made by Doug Wright; seconded by Vaughn Groce; approved 

by all.

Next Meeting

The next Planning Board Meeting is scheduled for June 25, at 6:00 pm.
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